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Let the
buiLding begin!

It’s going to happen! We purchased the adjacent 

property over six years ago and never dreamed that 

the approval process would take so long. But good 

things come to those who wait.

When complete, the new campus will house a 

state-of-the-art breeding center complete with six 

specially designed birthing suites. We will also add a 

new kennel with 16 pens which will eventually allow 

us to double the number of Guide Dogs and Service 

Companions that we provide to people in need.

The new campus is 1.5 acres and will feature an 

obstacle course and a streetscape that will give 

us a chance to do supplemental training on-site. 

Our goal is to raise $6 million and many naming 

opportunities are still available.

We have finally received permission to begin construction 

of our new Puppy Development and Enrichment Campus! 

Noach Braun, our Co-Founder and 
CEO, holding our signed and sealed 
building permit! Flanked by his wife 
Orna, who is our Puppy Manager, and 
Eli Yablonek with his guide dog Glen.

We’re a top 
rated charity!!

We earned a perfect score from 
Charity Navigator - America’s largest 
independent charity evaluator. Only 
49 charities from across the country 
achieved this 100% score, which is 
based on sound fiscal management 
practices and commitment to 
accountability and transparency. In 
addition, Charity Navigator added 
17 metrics, focused on governance, 
ethical practices, and openness, 
making it even more difficult to 
achieve this rare honor. 

“We are very proud to be recognized in 
this way,” reported Michael Leventhal, 
our Executive Director. “Receiving a 
perfect score from an independent 
rating agency means our supporters 
can feel confident that their hard-
earned dollars are being used 
efficiently and responsibly.”

Although this is a wonderful honor, 
what’s far more important is the 
knowledge that the gifts we receive 
from our supporters help people and 
transform their lives. 
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Status: Married – 69 years old

Lives: Rishon L’tzion

Work: Retired Engineer

Taki is Benny’s 4th guide dog. When asked to rate 

his dogs, Benny said that “Every dog is different, 

but Taki is already my favorite! He is a serious 

worker but he loves to play too.” In this photo, 

Taki is showing Benny where the button is to 

change the traffic signal.

Benny Koblentz & Taki
Profile

Congratulations to our Mothers 
110 PuPPies were born in 2015!

Lyka 7
Valey 9
Minty 7
Moka 8
Amy 4
Luly 7

Rosie 7
Helen 9
Amber 5
Andy 7
Lyka 2
Yogi 5

Suny 1
Moka 7
Darya 7
Helen 6
Amy 12

Special dogS 
fill Special NeedS
Our Service Companion Program is gaining in popularity 

because we fill a largely unmet need. There are very few 

organizations in Israel that provide dogs to people who 

have emotional and physical limitations.

As a bit of background, our 

puppies are raised by volunteers 

who return them to our center 

at 12 – 14 months old, when we 

evaluate them to see which ones 

are suitable to continue into 

advanced Guide Dog Training. 

We find that approximately half 

the dogs we breed do not meet 

the rigorous standards that are 

required to become Guide Dogs, 

but these amazingly well trained, 

sweet animals can fill a vital 

role. Those who do not continue 

into guide dog training “change 

careers” and are provided to 

people with special needs.

Last year, in addition to the guide dogs that were placed, we provided 

38 dogs to people with special needs. 25 went to children with autism, 5 

to children who are visually impaired, 2 for people with epilepsy, and 6 for 

emotional support – for soldiers and civilians with PTSD. The cost to provide 

a Service Companion to someone with special needs is $10,000. Please 

contact us if you would like to sponsor a Service Companion team.

Hundreds of people responded to our “Name a Puppy” 
contest. The winning name, drawn at random, was 
“Buddy”. Congratulations Beverly Myers of West Palm 
Beach, FL for the winning entry. We also had a second 
winner – Lore Kirchheimer of Glencoe, IL who also 
suggested “Buddy” so we have two winners!!  Our 
hope is that Buddy will learn his lessons well, and 
become a faithful guide dog. Thank you to everyone 
who participated.

Meet buddy!
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It was 1991 and I was a young 

psychology student. I was about 

to finish my bachelor degree when 

the idea of working with Guide 

Dogs came to me in a moment 

of inspiration. It was a romantic 

notion; I remember picturing 

myself driving along a country road 

with dogs in the back of my car. 

Twenty-five years later I am still 

living my dream and the reality 

is so much more complex and 

so much more fulfilling than the 

dream ever was.  

I was very lucky to join IGDCB 

almost at the beginning. In many ways the organization, my family and I have 

grown together. As an organization we have the great privilege to touch the lives 

of others in a meaningful way. Through our work I get to meet with people in 

their homes. I am a witness to the strong spirit that allows them to overcome 

hardships with the help of a Guide Dog. I am a witness to marriages and deaths. 

I am a witness to sickness and to great achievements. I am a witness to the true 

meaning of a working dog that gives of his life each and every day.

And finally allow me to thank you for supporting our program – for you are an 

important part of the organization that has enabled this work to continue for 25 

years. You provide us with the stability that a growing Guide Dog school needs.

Thank you for allowing me to work with these amazing Guide Dogs that help 

so many inspirational people, and for letting me see the world from this special 

perspective.

Meet our staff:

Rafi Taglicht, 
Senior Mobility Instructor and 
Director of Strategic Planning

Varda Rekach and Magic
Zohar Halevi and Lennon
Sharon Keisar and Merry
Yossi Tubul and Mondo
Achiya Klein and Night
Taher Kaiwan and Steven
Sagi Asayag and Neon
Gidion Cohen and Scott

Hannah Israel and Solo
Alice Ohayon and Samba
Michael Grinberg and Nesta
Yechiel Shitrit and Collin
Imbar Golt and Poncho
Ludmila Rishtnikov and Finni
Moti Ben-Simon and Silky
Yaniv Elimelech and Loty

Amit Bar-El and Collin
Carmelit Shiber and Sharp
David Lehana and Ray
Eitan Negev and Emma
Eldad Sagir and Feng
Eden Shir-El and Jeanie
Yaacov Rubanenco and Kay
Danna Gal and Kent

Ruth Nachshon and Roxi
Yehudit Dishi and Goldy
Maoz Habob and Shubert
Gadi Yarkoni and Butch
Aviad Okev and Richie
Adi Alon and Bunjy
Haim Schwartz and Balu
Lea Cohen and Daisy

Nili Rush and Shiela
Phyllis Collett and Mondo
Graciela Maldevski and 

Jimmy-Gabby
Larisa Grosevitz and Duke

Congratulations to our 2015 graduates!

Note: We give the dogs English names to avoid the possibility of someone accidently calling out their names in a public place. This avoids confusion.

a leSSoN iN orieNtatioN
People who are visually impaired need 
to understand where they are and where 
they want to go – before they can give the 
dog commands to get them there safely. 
But how do you explain a new route in an 
unfamiliar city to someone who cannot 
see? We use this innovative Velcro board. 
The trainer attaches different pieces to 
the board to simulate the route. In this 
photo, Yoav is allowing Dima to “feel” the 
route that they are about to walk. With 
this knowledge, Dima was able to tell his 
guide dog, Teddy, where he wanted to go.

Rafi and his pet named Ch’i

The most meanigful 
Birthday or Anniversary 
Gift you can get
Ask your family and friends to make a 
donation in your honor! We can help you 
set up your own dedicated webpage.

Just call 215-343-9100 to learn more.
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LEADING THE WAY FOR BLIND ISRAELIS: 1991-2016
A Timeline of Accomplishments

Prologue 1986 19941991 19971987 19951992 1998

A dREAM is BORN when 
Noach Braun, a then 26 
year-old ex-IDF paratrooper, 
first conceives his goal 
to establish a guide dog 
center in Israel: to help blind 
Israelis live life more fully.

ThE dREAM TAkEs shAPE. 
The Israel Consulate’s office 
introduces Noach to Norman 
Leventhal, U.S. businessman 
and philanthropist active in 
Jewish causes. They meet on 
the first night of Chanukah (it’s 
interesting that an organization 
for the blind is founded on the 
Festival of Light) – and they 
join forces to make the dream 
a reality.  

A GuidE dOG 
sChOOl in 
Columbus, Ohio, 
accepts Noach for 
training instruction.

WE BEGiN WiTh A dOG and a dream 
in a ramshackle house on a moshav 
(agricultural community) in Netanya, 
and quickly establish ourselves as 
the only accredited program in Israel 
providing guide dogs to blind and 
visually impaired Israelis. 

We celebrate our first graduate, Haim 
Zur, and his guide dog, Tilly.

WE iNiTiATE OuR EFFORTs to 
learn, adapt, and implement the 
latest, most effective guide dog 
training methods, by sending our 
trainers to other schools around 
the world, and by inviting expert 
trainers to visit our program as 
well.  Our goal is to be the best – 
to provide blind Israelis with the 
best-trained guide dogs possible.

WE MOvE to our permanent 
home in Beit Oved, just 20 
minutes south of Tel Aviv.

WE EsTABlish OuR Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Program, educating U.S. 
students about the needs of 
the blind and the value of guide 
dogs in helping visually impaired 
people, as well as giving them an 
opportunity to sponsor puppies 
for their Mitzvah Projects. Our 
goal is for students to feel 
connected with a great project 
in Israel. 

WE CREATE OuR 
100Th PARTNERshiP: 
Rafi Almaliach and Loti.

WE ARE ACCEPTEd as a full 
member of the International 
Federation of Guide Dog 
Schools, which recognizes the 
excellence of our program.

N E W S L E T T E R
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WE FiNish CONsTRuCTiON 
on The Lady Kaye Campus, the 
permanent home of the Israel 
Guide Dog Center.

WE GRAduATE OuR 
200Th PARTNERshiP: 
Chaim Abin and Cleo 

WE EsTABlish OuR CANvElO sports club, 
integrating blind Israelis into team sports 
with sighted members. The club promotes 
camaraderie, fitness, and self-confidence 
among our members with vision loss.  CanVelo’s 
activities also raise awareness about the abilities 
of people who are blind and visually impaired.

WE GRAduATE OuR 
300Th PARTNERshiP: 
Avi Harari and Dinka

WE BEGiN iNCORPORATiNG the 
Clicker Method into our guide 
dog training – as we continue to 
adopt the latest and best training 
methods. The result: faster 
training times, higher numbers 
of qualifying puppies and greater 
efficiency for our program as 
a whole.  Most importantly, 
dogs trained this way are more 
effective, responsive guide dogs.

WE GRAduATE OuR 
400Th PARTNERshiP:  
Adolf Aristehyan and 
his guide dog, Sally.

WE CElEBRATE OuR 
500Th PARTNERshiP:   
Etan Negev and Lotisix OF OuR CliENTs TAkE PART for the first time in the 

annual March of the Living from Auschwitz to Birkenau. 
Our clients – together with their guide dogs – lead a 
delegation at the head of The International March of the 
Living commemorating the tens of thousands of disabled 
people – particularly the blind – who were among the first 
slaughtered by the Nazis.  

WE FORMAlizEd OuR sERviCE COMPANiON PROGRAM 
– in which dogs that don’t qualify as guide dogs are 
provided as support animals to blind children, autistic 
children, soldiers with PTSD and other adults with a 
variety of special needs. This is quickly becoming a very 
popular program. 

WE PlAN TO 
BREAk GROuNd 
on our new Puppy 
Development 
and Enrichment 
Campus! Our goal is 
to double guide dog 
partnerships over 
the next 10 years.

WE COllABORATE WiTh PARTNER 
ORGANizATiONs, such as  the ELIYA 
schools – kindergartens for children who 
are blind or visually impaired. Together, 
we sponsor monthly visiting dog 
programs so that children can pet, cuddle, 
play, and practice walking with our dogs 
and puppies. 

WE CREATEd ThE iNTEGRATEd 
PsYChOlOGiCAl AssEssMENT ANd 
iNTERvENTiON iNiTiATivE, a pilot 
program employing a Ph.D. clinical 
psychologist to help assess each client 
throughout the Partnership process. 
This initiative helps custom-tailor our 
program for each client – and provides 
counseling and support. Of particular 
interest was the discovery about the 
depth of the grieving process when a 
client needs to retire a guide dog and 
get a replacement.

GuidEsTAR ANd ChARiTY 
NAviGATOR give us their 
highest possible ratings.  

WE AlsO RECEivE 
ThE MidOT sEAl OF 
EFFECTivENEss – Israel’s 
highest honor given to 
nonprofits – in recognition 
of the excellence of our 
financial management and 
our work. 
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“I had seen other dogs on 

campus, and I could see that they 

were well behaved, so I thought I 

would face my fears and give this 

a try.” Meital is a student at Ariel 

University studying Criminology 

and Political Science. After her 

initial interview she waited quite 

a while before “Sharp” entered 

her life. 

“He was an amazing puppy,” 

said Meital, “he found his way to 

my heart almost immediately and 

our relationship grew stronger 

every day. But when I brought 

Sharp back to the center for evaluation it was the saddest day in my life. I had 

no idea how attached I would become to him.” Meital told us that she felt more 

pride with every update she received from our trainers.

The icing on the cake was when Meital and her father met Carmelit on the 

day of graduation. It was very emotional for both women who shared stories 

and tears of joy because of Sharp. “We have a bond that will last forever,” said 

Carmelit, “I am grateful to Meital for doing such a wonderful job with Sharp.”

There is an unusual twist to this story. Remember the young girl who 

was afraid of dogs? She has decided to change her career path and hopes to 

become a professional dog trainer!

Carmelit shares stories about sharp with puppy-
raiser Meital Fishman and her father.

a puppy chaNged her life
As a child, Meital Fishman was afraid of dogs, especially 

big ones, so she surprised herself when she volunteered 

to raise a puppy for us. 

Rosie started whelping one night, but 
unfortunately the process of giving birth was 
very hard for her. She had a C-Section and 7 
pups were born healthy and strong.  A few 
hours later, Luli, a much younger bitch started 
whelping and she also had 7 pups.  

A week after giving birth, something went 
wrong with Rosie’s surgery, and we had to 
take her to the hospital. Seven one-week old 
pups that didn’t even open their eyes yet, were 
left without a mother.  We gave them to Luli 
and she bravely took care of all the 14 pups. 
They all thrived and are now being raised by 
volunteer puppy raisers. 

So here they are: Nixie, Nera, Nils, Niro, Nuli, 
Nick, Nancy, Suety, Silver, Soli, Stanley, Star, 
Sidney and Suny

May you all continue to grow strong and learn 
your lessons well!

luli to the reScue!

Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah 
Project
Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah 
Project

Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah 
Project
information available.
We have some great project ideas. 

http://israelguidedog.org/Mitzvah-club/

Please Put 
us In Your 
WIll 
Whoever you are, whatever your situation, 
you can help create a better world by 
including a charity in your will. You don’t have 
to be rich or famous to make a difference. 
You just have to make a simple decision.

For info call 215-343-9100

N E W S L E T T E R
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Angel in the Desert
Helen Varon hosted the 6th Annual Matthew Varon Memorial Luncheon in 
Palm Springs, and once again, it was a smashing success! Noach Braun, Eli 
Yablonek and his guide dog Glen came all the way from Israel to join the 
festivities. Our special thanks to Helen and her amazing family and friends! 
We are truly grateful for their generosity and tireless efforts. 

Residence: Sderot

Status: Married with two small children

Partner: Diva – Female –  Yellow Labrador

When Ziv Cohen first came to our Center, her 

future guide dog chose her! “Diva immediately 

came up to me and started licking me and playing 

with me,” Ziv said. “There is no question that Diva 

picked me, and even though I cannot see, I could 

tell her tail was wagging very hard.”

Ziv, a lovely young mother of two small children, 

was visually impaired since birth but still had 

enough vision to get by. Then this year, while 

giving birth to her second child, Ziv suddenly 

went blind. “I didn’t know what was happening at 

first, but when the facts hit me, I knew I needed 

to get a guide dog,” Ziv told us. “My husband 

needs to work, and I need to take care of our 

home and our children.” 

Ziv wanted to share her appreciation for the gift 

that is Diva. “Already, we are great friends, and 

Diva gives me the confidence to be a good and 

independent mother. I want to thank the people 

who helped change my life. Now I can go out and 

be free to do the things other people can do.”

Ziv Biton Cohen
Profile

(lEFT TO RiGhT) Carlos king, helen varon, Russell varon, karen varon and Michael Ricci got 
together before the event. Carlos, helen and karen headed the organizing committee.

Jacqueline Berman and Russell varon teamed 
up to contribute a full Guide dog Partnership!

Eli Yablonek captivated the crowd with the 
story about how he lost his arm and vision 
during the Yom kippur War – and spoke about 
how Glen has changed his life.



UK Friends:
PO Box 756
Borehamwood WD6-9JE, England
Tel: 44-(0)-208-090-3455
martin@bfigdcb.org

www.israelguidedog.org.uk

Canadian Friends:
4600 Bathurst Street, 4th Fl. Library
Toronto, ON  M2R 3V2
Tel: 416-577-3600
info@israelguidedog.ca

www.ca.israelguidedog.org

israel GUide doG 
Center For the Blind
Beit Oved, 7680000, Israel
Tel: 972-8-940-8213
info@igdcb.org

www.he.israelguidedog.org

Us Friends:
968 Easton Rd. – Suite H
Warrington, PA  18976
Tel: 215-343-9100
info@israelguidedog.org

www.israelguidedog.org
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Dear Noach, 

Now that Independence Day has passed, 

it is an appropriate time for me to write and 

express my deep gratitude to you for the 

freedom, liberty, and independence that you 

and the wonderful people who work with you 

have given me.

Alphi and I are doing well. Each day we learn 

something new and we teach each other with 

every passing day. All the energy in our home 

has become positive energy as we progress 

towards new challenging objectives.    

After a difficult struggle with the community 

with whom I worship, Alphi now comes to 

synagogue with me on a permanent basis. He 

is now accepted there, and has become an 

inseparable part of the community. If I do not arrive on time, I receive many phone 

calls from fellow worshipers, who are concerned as to why we have not yet arrived.  

I would like to express my appreciation for Yariv’s professionalism. He trained 

Alphie and brought us to the high level of ability that enables us to cope with the 

challenges that we confront on a daily basis. Knowing that there is someone to 

turn to with any problem that Alphie and I encounter, and knowing that there is 

someone who will listen, offers a feeling of calm and security that is extremely 

important for me as a blind person with a guide dog.  

Yariv also assisted me in approaching the local authorities and we succeeded in 

improving the paths in my neighborhood.  I am proud to be part of an organization 

that assisted in eliminating hazards that endangered others as well as me. Noach, 

you have no idea what a wonderful feeling it is to encounter those places in my 

neighborhood, knowing that Uri and Alphi worked to improve them! 

I would like to conclude by thanking you for giving me independence and 

transforming me from a blind person who walked bent over with a cane with 

downcast eyes looking for the next obstacle, to a self-confident person — able to 

walk tall and feel proud.

I wish to congratulate you, Orna and all those who accomplish the important 

work that you do, and for twenty-five years of great work. May G-d give you the 

strength for many more great years to come.

Warm regards and hugs to all,

Uri, Alphie, and the Levav Family

This truly is a transformative year for us. Not 

only are we celebrating our Silver Jubilee – 25 

years of providing guide dogs to people in Israel 

who are visually impaired – but we are about to 

embark on a construction project that will help 

us to double the number of guide dogs and 

service companions that we can produce each 

year. As we look forward to the next 25 years, 

we decided to update our logo to reflect the 

beginning of this exciting new era.

Don’t be surprised if you keep seeing our 

old logo on some printed material. We have 

a lot of stock, and you don’t win awards for 

effectively spending money by throwing 

away perfectly good material!

I N T R o D u C I N g 
o u R  N E W 
L o g o
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A wonderful Bar/Bat Mitzvah Project for the entire family!  Help visually impaired Israelis,
many of whom are soldiers and innocent  victims of terror, to regain their independence

through the use of guide dogs.  Learn how your family can help by visiting your private URL:

http://johnsample.my-guidedog.com/12

Johnathan Michael Doe
Suite 3030
1234 Lowell Ave
Green Bay, WI 54301

  
Ask for our list of creative project ideas.

Scan this QR code or visit your 
private URL above to learn more.

Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind
968 Easton Road-Suite H
Warrington, PA 18976
P. 215-343-9100
info@israelguidedog.org
www.israelguidedog.org
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